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they still consider, and still designate, as Barbarians, At present
their interest has been little more than roused and it will take
many years before the stone wall of tradition is pierced and the
rural population of China begins to understand or appreciate
the movement. The stability of the country must for a long time
depend upon the existing characteristics of the race, until in
fact the foundation of representative Government by law is firmly
and durably laid. The sense of order that underlies China (for
civil wars, temporarily disastrous as they may be, are superficial),
the thrift, the agricultural enthusiasm, the strict family ties and
the general common sense of the Chinese people, hold them singu-
larly detached from political influences. On one point only does
the movement seem to have made headway in the rural districts
and that is in education. In few places is the desire for education
more general than it is in China, and the traveller will be struck
by the large number of schools for small boys and girls that he
will come across even in the remote districts. In this at least the
Republican Government will receive the whole-hearted support
of the people and whatever differences may arise as to the scope
or the limitations of education, the question as a whole will meet
with a measure of encouragement. Its demands will be difficult
economically to satisfy.
Yet the Chinese, untrammelled by religious restrictions or
by caste, are admirably suited to adapt themselves to new
situations. Western education, whether clerical or technical,
they absorb with ease and they can be counted upon to employ
it to the best practical advantage. Unlike the Indian, their
ambitions are varied. In British India there is an increasing
tendency to consider education as a step to obtaining appoint-
ment in the Government services. In China It is looked upon as
an opening to any career and perhaps most of all to business,
commerce and banking. The visitor to Peking, an essentially
Chinese and non-commercial city, will be astonished at the very
large numbers of its inhabitants of all classes who speak English
fluently and well.
China has never, even under invading and conquering Mongol
or Manchu, lost its racial identity and it never will. It will
eventually absorb Western education and Western ideas. It will
compete with the West in many spheres but it will remain
Chinese. The standard of life may vary, the outlook may alter
but the capacity to absorb without undergoing radical changewill
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maintain the general racial characteristics of this great people*

